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Welcome to the Partnership Middle School at Mississippi State! 

I am so thrilled to begin my 20th year in education with you and your family. The administration, 
faculty, staff, and I are looking forward to an outstanding school year, and we know it will be the best 
one yet! We are ready for the awesome task of preparing your student to be successful. 
My name is Jorine Neal, I am the eldest of five children, and I love cake. I was born and raised in 
Brooklyn, NY, moved to Miami, FL when I was 16 and attended the University of Florida- Go Gators! I 
met my husband (Starkville native) in 2006 and together we have 4 children and a chubby cat named 
Jasmine. When my schedule allows, I love to cook, travel and spend time with family. As a child, I 
dreamt of becoming a teacher and played teacher with my siblings on Saturday morning. I absolutely 
love being in classroom-connecting with students and supporting teachers. I thank God for all the 
opportunities I have received thus far and I am delighted to serve as principal for the Partnership 
Middle School at Mississippi State. The Partnership School is a collaboration between MSU and 

Starkville Oktibbeha School District to serve all 6th and 7th graders in the district on the MSU campus. 
Please know that my team of teachers and I are committed to making sure that every student engages in 
innovative practices and collaborative learning spaces.  The Partnership Middle School at Mississippi 
State is such a special place to learn and grow. We are proud of our beautiful new school and have high 
expectations for each and every student.  Our students are kind, compassionate, and inquisitive.  
Together with our dedicated staff, we strive to make connections with students to help them feel valued, 
accepted, and safe. Our Partnership motto of “Anchored in Excellence” will continue to guide our 
mission to provide a rigorous and joyful school environment. Whether we are learning in person or 
remotely at home, our goal is to encourage active student engagement to foster a lifetime love for 
learning. I wish everyone a wonderful school year.  Go Jackets! Hail State!

Jorine Neal, Ed.S.
Principal

“God did not bring you this far 
to leave you.” 

 - Philippians 1:6



Hello Jacket Nation! 
My name is Angie Miller Brooks, 
I am the Partnership Middle School Receptionist. I obtained my 
degree from Limestone University in Liberal Studies. I am currently 
working on Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary Education at 
Mississippi University for Women. Starkville has been my home for 
the past 10 years. My husband, son and I moved here from 
Columbia South Carolina. We love StarkVegas! Please contact me 
via email at anbrooks@starkvillesd.com or Partnership Middle 
School 662-341-4181. 

Angie Brooks
Receptionist

“If I  can help somebody , as I pass along. If 
I can cheer somebody, with a word or 
song, If I can show somebody,  He is 

travelling wrong Then my living shall not be 
in vain.”



Hey Partnership Middle School!!!
 
My name is Lynsie Carpenter.  I am originally from Grenada, MS and 
graduated from Mississippi State with a bachelor’s degree in 
Marketing. We moved to Starkville about a year ago when my 
husband, Travis, took the job as the Director of the Refuge.  We have 3 
boys 18, 15, and 5! Our oldest Bratton, is starting ICC in the fall and 
will play tennis for the Indians.  Peyton is a sophomore at SHS and 
plays bass drum in the band.  Thomas is starting Kindergarten at 
Sudduth and is so excited about going to “Big kid School”.  I am the 
Bookkeeper here at the SHIP.  If you need keys, purchase requisitions, 
help with the time clock, or a receipt book…. I’m your girl! This is my 
2nd year to work for SOCSD, and I LOVE being a Yellow Jacket!!   If I 
am not playing UBER for my boys, you may find me cheering on the 
Bulldogs or on the tennis courts.  I am so excited about this upcoming 
school year!
 
Praise the Lord and GOOO Jackets,

 Lynsie Carpenter
Bookkeeper

“In a world where you can be 
anything, BE KIND..” 

– Caroline Flack



My name is Dewanda Crawford. I have been in the district for 30 

years! I started out at Emerson Elementary School with 3rd 
grade. Then later we moved to Overstreet Elementary School. 

When 3rd grade moved to Ward-Stewart, I moved to Armstrong 
Middle School. Now I’m here at the Partnership Middle School 
as the Registrar, MSIS Clerk and Records Clerk. 
I’ve been married for 34 years. My husband and I have 3 boys, 2 
granddaughters and 1 daughter-in-law. I love spending time with 
my family. I also enjoy shopping and couponing. 
You can contact me via email at dcrawford@starkvillesd.com. 

Dewanda Crawford
MSIS



Hi! My name is LaTarsha Gibson and I am the Attendance Clerk 
at the Partnership.  

I am a Starkville resident and a Bulldog fan, but I am proud to be 
a Yellowjacket!!!  I am always excited about the beginning of a 
new school year and my wish is for everyone to have a great 
year!

I can be reached at lgibson@starkvillesd.com and my extension 
is 9002.  

LaTarsha Gibson
Attendance

Today is a good day to 
have a Good Day!



Hello Jacket Nation,
 
My name is Laura Prisock and I am the project coordinator for the safeSPACE school climate grant at 
Partnership Middle School. I grew up in the small town of Calhoun City, MS but I am now proud to call Starkville 
home. I attended Mississippi State University where I earned my Bachelor of Science in Educational Psychology 
then completed my Master of Science in School Counseling. I knew early on that I loved this place called 
Starkville, and happily agreed to stay forever when I married my husband, a life-long Starkville resident.  We 
were blessed with twin boys in 2018, Sage & Sawyer. We tragically lost Sawyer in December of 2018, but I still 
proudly identify myself as a twin mom!   My job is something I would consider the dream job. I get to connect our 
students and families with different resources in the community, encourage positive behavior in our school 
through our PBIS program, and work to create a more positive school environment that our students, staff, and 
community are proud of! I laugh that my job is literally to make people happy, and I can’t think of anything else I 
would love to do more than that!  I believe everyone has their own unique skills and abilities and gifts and that 
with the encouragement and support of individuals around them, all students can reach their full potential. I often 
refer to a quote from Albert Einstein, “Everyone is a genius, but if you judge a fish by his ability to climb a tree, he 
will live his entire life thinking that he is dumb.” I consider it a privilege to meet and form relationships with the 
students in our district and measure my success by my ability to help students realize what they bring to the 
table! I am quick to remind students that hard-work, initiative, and kindness are all things they have control over 
and can direct their path in life! Ultimately, I come to work each day with the hope of encouraging and supporting 
the students and staff around me!  My favorite thing to do is laugh with others – laughter spreads joy! On any 
given day, you will find me enjoying time outside with my husband Presly and our son Sage. I never miss a 
chance to cheer on the bulldogs, never pass up good food, and will almost always have a Dr. Pepper nearby! I 
am so excited for the upcoming school year, and I sincerely hope I have the chance to bring a little bit of joy your 
way whenever we connect! Please feel free to stop by my office A109 or send me an email 
(lprisock@starkvillesd.com). I can’t wait to see your smiling face! Happy Trails & Go Jackets! 

Laura Prisock
SafeSPACE, Project Coordinator

“Opportunity is often missed 
because it is dressed in overalls 

and disguised as work.” 
–Thomas Edison

mailto:lprisock@starkvillesd.com
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Hello, Jacket Nation!
 
My name is Jeanifer Pearson, and I am the 6th Grade Assistant Principal. I am 
ecstatic to join the Partnership School this year. The 2021-2022 school year is 
my 21st year in the field of education.  For the last seven years, I have held 
various administrative roles including high school assistant principal, district 
curriculum coordinator, instructional facilitator, school testing coordinator, and 
alternative school director.  I have 14 years of classroom experience  
including seven years teaching high school science and seven years teaching 
elementary gifted.  I obtained a Bachelor’s degree in Microbiology from 
Mississippi State University (1999), Master’s of Education from William Carey 
University (2005), and my Doctor of Philosophy in Educational Leadership 
and Research from the University of Southern Mississippi (2014). I have one 
son, Aiden, who will be attending PMS as a 7th grader.  We both enjoy fishing 
and cheering on the MSU Bulldogs. I have two fur babies, Macie and Scout. 
In my spare time, I enjoy reading, yoga, and running.  I am looking forward to 
an exciting year. Please contact me at with me at jpearson@starkvillesd.com 
if you have any questions or concerns. #PMSJackets #Hailstate 

Jeanifer Pearson, Ph.D.
Assistant Principal, 6th Grade

“Nobody cares how much you 
know, until they know you care.” 

–Theodore Roosevelt

mailto:jpearson@starkvillesd.com


Hello, Jacket Nation!
 
My name is Lesley Jones, and I am the sixth grade counselor at 
Partnership. I am so excited to join the Partnership team this year! This 
will be my thirteenth year in education. I have previously worked with third 
grade through twelfth grade students. I obtained my bachelor’s degree in 
Music Education from the University of Mississippi and my master’s in 
School Counseling from Southeastern Oklahoma State University.  My 
husband is also a new member of the Yellow Jacket family. He will be 
teaching at Armstrong Junior High and coaching football with the juni or 
high and high school. We are definitely excited to see what the future 
holds here in Starkville!  This year my role as counselor will be to provide 
support to students, families, and teachers to ensure student success by 
promoting positive changes in student behavior, perceptions, and 
learning. I am ready to support our students in the best way possible and 
encourage them to achieve their full potential. If you need to get in touch 
with me, my email is lejones@starkvillesd.com. I cannot wait to meet you! 
Let’s go!

Lesley Jones
Counselor, 6th Grade

“The beautiful thing about 
learning is that no one can 

take it away from you.”  
- B.B. King

mailto:lejones@starkvillesd.com


My name is Cindy Allen, and I am the art teacher at Partnership. I 
earned my bachelor’s degree from Mississippi State University. I 
majored in social studies education and minored in art. This will be 
my sixteenth year teaching. I have taught language arts, geography, 
Mississippi studies, and art in the past—usually simultaneously! This 
is my second year at the ‘Ship, where I am thrilled to be able to 
focus on one subject! 
I am a really big do-it-yourselfer—built my own house! And I am 
passionate about many things: Shetland Sheepdogs (have 3), 
woodworking (now including Native American style flute-making), 
Rocky mountain horses, Jimmy Dale Gilmore and the Flatlanders, 
and so much more! 
What I hope to instill in my students is the knowledge that almost 
everything takes study and concerted effort—and that if they haven’t 
tried many times, then it’s too early to say “I can’t!” As my father 
always said, “Can’t never could!” 
I can be reached at ciallen@starkvillesd.com.

Cynthia Allen
6th and 7th, Visual Art

We don’t make mistakes; just 
happy little accidents. 

–Bob Ross 



My name is Leslie Bell.  I have been married to my high school 
sweetheart, Paul, for 18 years, and have three children—Landen, 17, 
Emma, 13, and Logan, 10.  I received my Bachelor of Science in History 
from Troy University while serving as an Army wife, as my husband 
served our country for over a decade and my Master of Arts from 
Mississippi State University soon after. This year will be my 9th year 

teaching, and my 6th in SOCSD.  I have taught World History I and II, 

American History, and currently teach 6th grade World Geography at 
Partnership Middle School.   
I look forward to meeting my students this year and taking them on an 
immersive experience of history and various cultures from all over the 
world.  

Leslie Bell
6th Grade, Social Studies

"The mediocre teacher tells. The good 
teacher explains. The superior teacher 

demonstrates. The great teacher inspires."
--William Arthur Ward    



Greetings Jacket Nation!  My name is Kathy Baker and I am starting my 
22nd year as a public school band director: 17 years in SOCSD, 5 years 
in Texas. I am a graduate of the University of North Texas where I earned 
my Bachelors of Music Degree. My husband is the percussion professor 
at MSU, and we have two children that attend SOCSD. In my spare time 
I enjoy running, family walks, cooking and movies.   At the Partnership 
Middle School, II teach beginning brass and woodwind classes, and the 
seventh grade band. I also assist with the SHS Band first block every day 
at the high school.   My favorite thing about teaching band is seeing my 
students get excited about playing their instrument and learning music. In 
my classes we are constantly learning new notes, rhythms, and musical 
concepts.  Our band students work hard while having a lot of fun!  
Teaching my students music is important, but the most important thing I 
hope my students learn while in my classroom is to be a kind, respectful, 
compassionate, and honest young person. I look forward to a great year 
in the Partnership Band.  If I can assist you in any way throughout the 
year please do not hesitate to contact me at kbaker@starkvillesd.com. 

Kathy Baker
6th and 7th, Band

“Be the change you wish to 
see in the world.” 

- Gandhi

mailto:kbaker@starkvillesd.com


Hello Jacket Nation!
 
My name is Taylor Buchanan and this year is my first with the district. For the 
past six years I have taught 4th and 5th grade STEM classes in Grenada.  I 
have obtained a Bachelor’s degree in biology from MSU, and a Masters 
degree in Elementary Education from DSU. I am looking forward to a great 
year teaching sixth grade science with the Yellowjacket family! 
 
I was born in a small Texas town and moved to Mississippi after I graduated 
high school. Over the years I have developed a deep passion for everything 
about science ranging from conservation to astronomy. When I am off work, I 
enjoy traveling, rockhounding, reading, gardening, and watching 
documentaries. I am an animal lover and have a dog named Ziggy and a 
rabbit named Lucy. 
 
Inspiring students to crave more knowledge about science is a major goal I 
have for my classroom this year. We will cover many interesting topics ranging 
from the stars to bacteria. I am excited to work together to provide a great year 
for our students!

Taylor Buchanan
6th Grade, Science and Health

“Nothing we learn in this world is 
ever wasted.” 

- Eleanor Roosevelt



Hello! Jacket Family, 
My name is Erika Cotton, and I’m new to the district, this 
will be my first year teaching at Partnership Middle 
School. I am a Special Education and ELA Inclusion 
Teacher. I received my Bachelor’s Degree from 
Mississippi University for Women. Columbus Mississippi 
has been my home all my life. My husband and I have 
two beautiful children, one boy, DeMarion, and one girl, 
Eriana. My teaching style is best described as interactive 
and multi-tasked. I will be working with different students 
from different classes that will need different level of 
instruction. I am a teacher, wife and a mother. I’m excited 
to meet all of my students for the 2021/2022 school year. 
Please contact me via email at ecotton@starkvillesd.com. 

Erika Cotton
6th Grade, Inclusion

“Excellence in education is when we do 
everything that we can to make sure they 

become everything that they can. 
- Carol Ann Tomilson



Hello Jacket Nation,

Welcome to the 2021-22 school year!

My name is Brandon Demelo. I am a 6th grade English teacher at The Partnership 
Middle School. I am from Biloxi, Mississippi. I came to attend Mississippi State 
University years ago and have not left. I graduated in Spring 2021 with a bachelor’s 
degree in Secondary Education. Outside of education, I have a wide range of 
hobbies and pursuits. I have performed in plays at MSU and at my junior college. I 
enjoy painting, writing, and filmmaking. I will be bringing this creativity to the 
classroom! My students should expect to not just learn about English but to become 
authors, poets, and directors themselves. Knowledge is magical in its ability to open 
doors that were previously shut, to make understood what was once mysterious. 
Teachers are the ambassadors of knowledge, and my goal is to inspire a love of 
learning in my students so that they may create magic of their own.  Students and 
parents who want to stay up to date on what is happening in the district or their 
school should follow our social media accounts. I can be reached at my email 
address: bdemelo@starkvillesd.com.

Let’s make magic,

Brian Demelo
6th Grade, English

“Magic is knowing things that 
other people don’t know.”

           -Terry Pratchett



Hello Jacket Nation! 
I am Emily Denny, Partnership’s 6th grade PEAK/Gifted teacher. This school year marks the beginning of 

my 19th year of teaching. I hail from Texas, where I taught in the El Paso area for 13 years. I moved to 
Starkville in 2016 and have taught PEAK in the schools here since that time. I earned my Bachelor’s 
degree from University of Texas at Austin in 2003 and later completed my Master’s in Curriculum and 
Instruction at University of Texas at El Paso in 2009.  Throughout this school year, it is my goal to help my 
students become more independent learners. My class is student-centered and hands-on. I believe it is 
important for my kiddos to leave my classroom with a better knowledge of how to research, formulate 
questions, collaborate with peers, work individually, self-motivate, and identify areas of interest.  Some of 
the units I have included in years past are FLL Robotics, Escape Rooms Development, Board Game 
Creation, Self-Exploration/Identity, Problem-Based Learning, Service Learning-Understanding Dementia 
and Creating Items Dementia Patients Can Use to Help with Stimulation, Engineering Design 
Process/STEM Ed, the Golden Angle and Nature, Passion Projects, Fairy and Folk Tales, and Art 
Exploration. It is important for me to get to know my students each year and learn about their areas of 
interest before identifying each unit that we will explore.  Also, my students will learn how to set goals, 
manage time, work within set constraints, identify experts in areas of study to act as mentors, and how to 
understand that “failure” is one of the most important steps in learning. Allowing the students to take 
ownership of their learning is important because it allows for individual growth. Students in PEAK often 
struggle with acceptance and understanding the importance of learning from mistakes. I will help my 
students navigate through the process of correcting mistakes and help them realize that it is okay to not 
always be “perfect”. I will send home my Remind contact information with students at the beginning of the 
year. You can also always get in touch with me through emailing me at edenny@starkvillesd.com .  I am 
looking forward to this school year and am excited about all the learning possibilities it holds. See you 
soon! 

Emily Denny
6th Grade, PEAK (Gifted)

“Failure should be our teacher, not our 
undertaker. Failure is delay, not defeat. It 
is a temporary detour, not a dead end. 
Failure is something we can avoid only 
by saying nothing, doing nothing, and 
being nothing.” — Denis Waitley 



Hello Jacket Nation, 
My name is Christopher Durham and I am a new, aspiring teacher at the Partnership 
School, where I will be serving as general music teacher. I recently graduated from 
Mississippi State University with my Bachelor of Music Education, but my experience 
as a musician has spanned for as long as I can remember. I am from Panama City, 
Florida, but moved to Starkville to pursue my degree in music education. There I met 
my future wife and associate choir director as Starkville High School, Jordan 
Durham. We got married in February earlier this year and I am so glad to call 
Starkville my new home. I am more than excited to share music with the students of 
Partnership school, and being the general music teacher, I have the opportunity to 
teach various styles and mediums of music, such as: guitar, piano, world drumming, 
music theory, and music history. Because of the nature of the subject, my class will 
be very practical, using each way of making music to bolster the others. I also look 
forward to creating an environment where students can explore music on their own, 
both through improvisation and composition. In my free time you can usually find me 
making music or playing chess; a hobby I have grown quite fond of over the last few 
years. When I am not doing either of those, I am probably checking my email, 
cdurham@starkvillesd.com, which you can use to contact me should the need arise. 
I can’t wait to meet everyone! 

Christopher Durham
6th and 7th, Music

“All I insist on, and nothing else, is that you 
should show the whole world that you are not 
afraid. Be silent, if you choose; but when it is 
necessary, speak—and speak in such a way 

that people will remember it.”
― Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart



My name is Charles-Edmond Emplaincourt and I was born and 
raised in Starkville, MS.  I attended Starkville Public Schools and 
graduated in 1999.  I attended Mississippi State University where I 
completed a BA in Biological Sciences.  After MSU, I attended the 
University of Tennessee Health Science Center in Memphis, TN 
where I received my doctorate in physical therapy.  After a few years 
of practice, I decided this was not the career for me so I decided to 
make a change.  I returned home to Starkville where I enrolled in the 
MATS graduate program at MSU.  After completion of the required 
courses, I was hired in the SOCSD in 2019 at Armstrong Middle 
School.  This is my third year in district.  I love what I do.  This career 
allows for personal and professional growth as well as the 
opportunity to give back to my home and school district.  Developing 
relationships with my co-workers and with my students is the most 
important aspect of what I do as a teacher.  Outside of work, I am a 
home-body.  I enjoy being outside, exercising, reading, cooking, and 
spending time with my family. 

Charles Emplaincourt
6th Grade, Science

“Life is a struggle and the potential for failure is ever 
present, but those who live in fear of failure, or hardship, 

or embarrassment will never achieve their potential. 
Without pushing your limits, without occasionally sliding 
down the rope headfirst, without daring greatly, you will 

never know what is truly possible in your life.”  
-- Admiral William H. McRaven 



Hello! I am Evan Falbo, a 6th grade Social Studies teacher at the Partnership 
Middle School. I am entering my 4th year of teaching in Starkville. I moved 
here from Pennsylvania. Outside of teaching, I am a member of the 
Mississippi Army National Guard, and a coach for the Track and Field team in 
Starkville. In college, I was a pole vaulter at St. Francis University – the 
highest I ever jumped was 15’3”. In my class, I like to provide student with the 
tools to be successful. I believe students need to explore ideas, question those 
ideas, and learn from mistakes along the way.  I believe a student is much 
more likely to learn and gain valuable information by exploring an idea or 
creating something. I am a very active person so I like to create lessons where 
my students can get up, walk around the room, visit different stations in 
groups, or work on projects. Students in my class will learn all about many 
places in the world – the land, the people, the things they do in those places. 
We will spend a lot of time understanding what make a place unique! Parents 
can reach me through my email at efalbo@starkvillesd.com; students can 
reach me through Canvas messaging.  It is very common that I will text 
parents about anything – good or bad! I know a lot of people are like me, so I 
try to send out texts as a simple way to keep parents updated of something 
they may need to know, so that way I can respect your time and you do not 
feel pressured to call or text me back right away. 

Evan Falbo
6th Grade, Social Studies

“Failure I can live with. Not 
trying is what I can’t handle.” 

- Sanya Richards-Ross 



Hi! I am Amanda Gammill. I graduated from Mississippi 
State University with a degree in Elementary Education 
with a concentration in Middle School. This is my 6th year 
teaching middle school, and it is my passion. I am so 
excited for this upcoming year!

Amanda Gammill
6th Grade, Mathematics

“No act of kindness, no matter 
how small, is ever wasted.” 

–Aesop



Hello, all! My name is SaQueena Graves. I am a native of Starkville, MS and a 
graduate of Starkville High School. After obtaining degrees in Criminal Justice, 
I decided to work as a substitute teacher for a year and ended up falling in 
love with serving our students. The same year I began working to obtain my 
educator’s license and here I am in the greatest district ever! This is my 3rd 
year in this wonderful school district and first year working as a Special 
Education Resource teacher for the Partnership Middle School. I have been 
married for almost 10 years and we have two awesome children, ages 12 and 
16. I enjoy spending time with my family, attending sporting events, reading 
and watching movies. I also enjoy working with children and getting to know 
people. I understand that everyone has different learning styles and I work 
hard to meet the individual needs of all students. I believe that all students are 
capable of learning. My goal is to help them recognize their potential and 
ensure that each student is equipped for success. I look forward to an 
awesome school year and I am so thankful for the opportunity to meet and 
interact with you all. Feel free to reach out to me via email at 
sgraves@starkvillesd.com 
Go Jackets! 

Saqueena Graves
6th Grade, Resource

“Every accomplishment starts 
with the decision to try.” 

-J. F. Kennedy



Dear Jacket Family,  
 
My name is Peyton Hardin, and I am a second-year teacher from Brandon, MS. I graduated 
from Mississippi State University in spring of 2020 with a degree in secondary education 
with an emphasis in social studies. My hobbies include attending MSU sporting events, 
running half-marathons, and reading all kinds of book. I am currently the Partnership Middle 

School’s Intro to World Language teacher for both 6th and 7th grade. In my class, students 
learn more about the world around them. We focus on respect and empathy towards others 
as we learn that not everyone is the same. I expect my students to be ready to learn every 
time they walk into my classroom and to respect other cultures as we explore them. I take 
the students around the globe as we look at the different continents to discuss culture as a 
whole, then we look at individual countries within those continents to compare and contrast 
cultures. The students do a lot of different hands-on and technology projects. I allow for 
hands-on projects to help students express their creative side, and the technology projects 
help them learn more about the technology they are beginning to use more frequently in 
their classes. I am so excited to continue bringing some fun and excitement into the lives of 
your students this school year. I will be keeping a Remind for my class as a way to keep 
everyone up to date on important classroom information. Please be on the lookout for more 
regarding those reminds in the near future. I look forward to teaching your students this 
year, and I cannot wait to help them grow! 

Peyton Hardin
6th and 7th Grade, World Language

"You never really understand a 
person until you consider things from 

his point of view... until you climb 
inside of his skin and walk around in 

it."
 - Harper Lee



Hello Jacket Nation! 
 
My name is Ashley Holly, although this is my second year as a Yellow 

Jacket this will be my 15th year of teaching.  I have taught both math and 

science for grades 6th through 8th.  I graduated with my Bachelor’s in 
Education from Mississippi State University in 2006. After teaching in 
Georgia for 10.5 years, I moved to Madison, MS where I taught for 2 
more years. My family and I relocated back to Starkville in October of 
2019. I have been married to my husband, Brad, for 13 years and we 
have three wonderful kids (Madelyn who is 11, Ainsley who is 7, and 
Ryker who is 2). I love spending time with my family and MSU Football.   
As a student in my classroom, you can expect to have fun while learning.  
I do my best to fit the needs of all my students through the various 
learning styles.  I ask that my students always follow 3 rules – 1) Be 
Respectful   2) Try Your Best   3) Stay Positive.  
I am excited about the 2021-22 school year and am looking forward to a 
successful year! I can’t wait to meet each of you! 

Ashley Holly
6th Grade, Mathematics

I've learned that people will forget what you 
said, people will forget what you did, but 

people will never forget how you made them 
feel."  - Maya Angelou



Hello, Jacket Nation! 
My name is Amy Lee. I was new to the district last year, serving as the Exploratory Music and 
General Music teacher at the Partnership. I completely fell in love with Starkville- the people and the 
community! This year I am excited to be returning to the choral classroom, serving as the Choral 

Director for the Partnership Middle School 6th and 7th Grade Choirs. I earned my bachelor’s degree 
from Mississippi College in Music Education with an emphasis in voice, and I am currently working 
on my master’s degree in Music Education at Mississippi State University. I am a veteran teacher of 
nineteen years who has taught music on every grade level from K-12, but I find teaching middle 
school choral students the most rewarding. My husband and I have been married for over 26 years. 
My son is a professional landscaper, and my daughter is a junior music major at Mississippi State 
University. In my spare time, I love to travel and cook with my family. I also enjoy playing the piano, 
participating in drum circles, and doing graphic design work for non-profit organizations. I am a 
highly motivating, award-winning choral director and a proven leader with demonstrated expertise 
recruiting students, developing choirs and programs, and achieving phenomenal success preparing 
independent musicians for the next phase of their musical journey. I believe in providing a safe, 
nurturing classroom environment which allows each student to freely explore music and reach their 
highest potential. I believe mistakes should be celebrated, as each mistake serves as a learning 
opportunity that leads to success. My philosophy of music education is to encourage the 
development of talent, creative expression, and passion for the arts of each student by nurturing a 
personal connection and influence with each young musician, teaching skills and theory, 
encouraging critical thinking and production, and exposing students to various genres and cultures 
in order to build self-esteem, self-discipline, and independent musicianship through a strong work 
ethic, commitment, and teamwork.  We are going to have a great year together this year!! Please 
contact me via email at alee@starkvillesd.com. 

Amy Lee
6th and 7th Choir

“Before a child talks, they sing. Before they write, 
they draw. As soon as they stand, they dance. Art 

is fundamental to human expression.” 
– Phylicia Rashad 



Hello Yellow Jacket Country!
My name is Sarena Lee and this will be my 11th year 
working as an educator. I am excited to be at the Partnership 
Middle School for another school year. I received my 
Bachelor’s degree from the University of Southern 
Mississippi and later obtained my Master’s degree from 
William Carey University.  I currently teach Makerspace to 
6th graders as a Media Specialist/Librarian. My desire is that 
the library will be a place for students to cultivate their 
creativity within Makerspace and to encourage lifelong 
information literacy through reading and/or inquiry.
After school dismissal, I enjoy spending time with family and 
friends. My hobbies include bowling, shooting pool, 
exercising, playing basketball and tennis, fishing, camping, 
and sight seeing. My favorite NFL team is THE Pittsburgh 
Steelers and, since being in Starkville, I have adopted MSU 
as my college team. I hope all students are ready to be 
engaged for another great year at The Ship!

Sarena Lee
6th and 7th Grade, Makerspace

“The whole purpose of education is 
to turn mirrors into windows.” 

- Sydney J. Harris



Hello Jacket Nation! 
 
My name is Roy Loggins and I will be the GrOW teacher at Partnership Middle 
School.  I am originally from Banks County, GA but have been a Starkville 
resident for the past 19 years.  I have a bachelor’s degree in Kinesiology and 
Animal and Dairy Science from Mississippi State University.  This will be my 
5th year teaching.  I have spent the past 4 years as the Agriculture and 
Environmental Science teacher with the Choctaw County School District in 
Ackerman teaching 8th-12th grade.  The subjects I taught were Introduction to 
Animal Science, Introduction to Plant Science and Introduction to Agriscience.  
I am especially looking forward to introducing 6th and 7th graders to 
horticulture and food science through hands on activities.   
I am happy to be working in the Starkville-Oktibbeha County school district 
where I can be closer to home and my family.  I have been married for 20 
years to Amy Loggins who is a registered nurse at OCH Regional Medical 
Center.  We have one son, Hunter, who will be a 5th grader this year at 
Overstreet Elementary.  I am excited to be part of the Jacket Nation! 
 
See you soon! 

Roy Loggins
6th and 7th Grade, GrOW



Hello Jacket Nation!
My name is Rosemary Napier, and I am so excited about our 
upcoming school year at Partnership Middle School.
I am a three time graduate of Delta State University having 
received my Bachelors, Masters, and Educational Specialist 
degrees in Education. In 6th grade ELA, we will explore 
different forms of writing and dive into reading with the intent 
to learn, but to have fun as well. I believe in being innovative 
and plan to use a great deal of technology in my classroom. 
In my class, we are a learning community where we root for 
one another and help each other grow. I am originally from 
south Mississippi, but my husband and I have called 
Starkville our home for the past three years. Outside of 
school you can find me cooking, traveling, playing with my 
dog, Ivy, or spending quality time with friends and family.

Rosemary Napier
6th Grade, English

“The beautiful thing about learning 
is that no one can take it away from 

you.”- B.B. King



Greetings Jacket Nation! 
My name is Stella Ashley O’Brian, and this will be my third year teaching in the 
district and my 20th year teaching altogether. I am a 6th grade English Language 
Arts teacher at the Partnership Middle School. I received my Bachelor’s degree 
from Mississippi University for Women. I come from a family of educators. My 
grandparents and my mother are all retired school teachers, and my sister 
currently teaches in Alabama. I have one son who is married and living in 
Kentucky. My hobbies include Mississippi State sports (especially football J), 
going to the movies, and singing with the praise team at my church. This year in 
6th grade ELA we will learn how to apply reading comprehension skills to 
non-fiction and fiction passages, as well as responding to texts through writing. 
Each nine weeks students will learn a different writing style and write an essay to 
demonstrate their knowledge of each style. My teaching style can be described as 
simply I try my best with each student. Because students come to school with all 
levels of abilities, what works with some students may not work with other 
students. My goals for this school year are to help my students in the transition to 
middle school, while developing a love for writing and literature. I am looking 
forward to meeting all of my new students for this 2021-2022 school year. If you 
ever need to contact me, please email me at sobrian@starkvillesd.com.  

Ashley O’Brian
6th Grade, English

 “Alone we can do so little; 
together we can do so much.”  

- Helen Keller 



Dear 6th Grader and Family, 

Congratulations...you made it!  Welcome to 6th grade and your first year 
at Partnership Middle School.  Get ready to make your mark!  I hope you 
are as excited as I am to get this new school year started.  I am thrilled to 
be your teacher, and look forward to a fun and productive year together!  
I was raised in Starkville.  After graduating high school, I attended EMCC 
on a baseball scholarship.  I graduated with both my Bachelor’s and 
Master’s degree from Mississippi State.  I am a very passionate sports 
fanatic.  I love to follow and attend Mississippi State sports as much as I 
possibly can.  This will be my 11th year teaching and my 7th year in the 
Starkville School District.  I have been at Armstrong over the last 6 years.  
I am married to an amazing woman, Leah, and we have three beautiful, 
awesome girls.  I love to spend time with my family and am looking 
forward to a great year teaching sixth grade science at the Partnership 
Middle School!  In my classroom, I will work hard to promote a positive 
environment that is encouraging, safe, fair, and fun.  Inspiring students to 
crave more knowledge  is a major goal I have for my classroom this year. 
We will cover many interesting topics ranging from the stars to bacteria. I 
am excited to work together to provide a great year for our students! 

Andrew Pylate
6th Grade, Science

"If you're not willing to learn, no one 
can help you.  If you're determined to 

learn, no one can stop you." - Zig 
Zagler



Hello to all of my students and parents for the 2021-2022 School year. I want to start 
by welcoming you back to school and I look forward to having a great year. This will 
be my 3rd year as the Robotics teacher and my second year teaching at the 
Partnership school. I have been a teacher for 15 years and am excited to start a new 
year.  I have a Master’s degree from Mississippi State University and a Bachelor’s 
degree from Southern Illinois University. The things I like to do in my free time is to 
travel, golf, and visit with friends and family. I have a wife and two children and we 
have lived in Starkville for the past 16 years with my kids attending Starkville 
Oktibbeha Schools. This is my 5th year teaching in the school district. An interesting 
fact is that my Robotics teams have won the Robot games the past two years and 
we have accumulated many awards during that time and before being a Robotics 
coach, I coached Football and Baseball.   I currently teach Robotics I and 
Exploratory Robotics at the Partnership Middle School. The goals I have for my 
students is to gain knowledge of engineering and to use their creativity. In class I use 
a hands on approach to teaching. This means that I give my students a set of 
constraints or an objective on what they need to create for their STEM projects and 
lessons. I prefer to guide my students when they need help and encourage them to 
create something on their own or by working as a team. The main goal is to have my 
students gain knowledge about how things are created and work. The students will 
also learn how to work as a team.  Having the student create something on their own 
is most rewarding knowledge I could give them. 

Cody Rader
6th and 7th Grade, Robotics

“Education is not the filling of a pail, but 
the lighting of a fire.” 

― W.B. Yeats 



Hello Jackets! 
This year is going to be a great year! I am Gibson Ramos. I graduated with my 
Bachelor’s degree in Education from Oklahoma State University in 2019. This year 
will be my 3rd year of teaching. I have been teaching 6th grade in the SOCSD district 
for 3 years. This year will be my second year at the Partnership Middle School. I am 
originally from Columbus, Mississippi. I grew up in the Golden Triangle area, and I 
am proud to call this place home! I have 2 cats named Sammy and Bagheera. 
Traveling is something I love to do. I love being outside. I enjoy laying in a hammock 
or spending time by the pool reading books while it is nice outside. I also enjoy 
gardening and propagating different kinds of plants. My favorite things are music, 
art, learning new things, and of course movies. I teach 6th grade history. In my class 
we learn basic geography skills and cover a basic introduction to history. We learn 
how to take notes, and cover a basic overview of world history, geography, civics, 
and government throughout the school year to prepare them for future History 
Classes. We also explore and build vocabulary in my class through reading and 
studying content. We use programs such as Achieve 3000 to help build literacy and 
comprehension skills through articles that relate to what we are learning in class. I 
love having discussions in class and using collaborative methods to teach my 
students. My goal is to create a fun, welcoming environment for my students, so 
students can be successful! If you need to get in touch with me, you can email me at 
mramos@starkvillesd.com. 

Gibson Ramos
6th Grade, Social Studies

“Education is the most powerful 
weapon which you can use to change 

the world”  – Nelson Mandela 



My name is Jordan Reed and I am so excited to begin this 
year with you all. This is my fifth year teaching math however, 
this is my first year here at the Partnership Middle school. I 
graduated with my Bachelor’s degree in elementary education 
from Mississippi State University and just recently graduated 
with my Master’s degree in Administration and Supervision 
from Delta State University. My next goal is to get my 
specialist degree in curriculum and instruction. I love 
technology and implementing it in the classroom. I strive to 
use innovative ways to engage students and foster a healthy 
classroom environment by encouraging peer communication 
and incorporating each student's learning style. The things I 
wish my students would learn from my class is to set high 
expectations for themselves and strive for excellence in all 
that they do.

Jordan Reed
6th Grade, Math

“Education is not the learning of 
facts, but the training of the mind to 

think.” - Albert Einstein



Greetings Jacket Nation! 
My name is Tory Reeves.  I teach Physical Education at The Partnership Middle 
School.  I am also the Head Coach of the SHS Cross Country, Indoor Track, and 
Boys Outdoor Track & Field teams as well as the Middle School Boys Track & Field 
team.  This will be my 12th year in the SOCSD and 20th overall. My wife, Kari, and I 
have 2 children.  Our daughter Kyler graduated from SHS this past year.  She will be 
playing volleyball at Shawnee Community College in the fall.  Our son Tanner will be 
a senior this year at SHS.  His plans are to enlist in the Marines after graduation.   I 
am a physical education teacher who instructs a wide variety of activities/sports.  I 
do this with the hope that each student will find something that they enjoy.  I have 
found that some students need to like an activity in order to fully participate in it.  I 
am not only interested in student participation, but in their health as well.  Students 
are less active due to current changes in lifestyle.  Health and physical education 
class is the only place that some students learn about the importance of physical 
fitness and health.  I hope to engage them in activities that will turn into a lifetime 
choice to stay healthy and active.  Some of the activities students will participate in 
are flag football, volleyball, inverted volleyball, basketball, bocce, archery, four 
square, ultimate Frisbee, handball, soccer, tailgating games, badminton, tetherball, 
and spongeball. 
I can be reached by email at treeves@starkvillesd.com or phone (662) 324-4181. 

Tory Reeves
6th and 7th Grade, PE

"It is not true that nice guys finish 
last.  Nice guys are winners 

before the game even starts." 
- Mort Walker



Welcome! My name is Chris Rego and I’m a 6th Grade 
Science Teacher. I believe in a hands-on learning experience 
in my classroom. The best way to learn science is to do 
science! I am an avid citizen scientist- I work with local 
museums and universities collecting and donating fossils, 
recording significant wildlife occurrences, and just generally 
being an advocate for our wild spaces.  In my classroom, 
students will be taught to ask questions and to solve 
problems using research and the application of science 
practices. My goal as a science teacher is share my passion 
for science with my students and make it fun! I am reachable 
via email for any questions or concerns at 
crego@starkvillesd.com 

Chris Rego
6th Grade, Science

"Science is a way of thinking much 
more than it is a body of 

knowledge." 
- Carl Sagan



Welcome to the new school and school year!  I am 
Dorretha Robinson, Partnership Middle School 6th grade 
Inclusion ELA/Math teacher. I graduated with my 
Bachelor's degree from Mississippi State University and 
Master's degree from University of West Alabama.  I have 
been teaching for 9 years and 5 years with SOCSD 
(Starkville Oktibbeha Consolidated School District). 

Student success is created through meaningful 
relationships.  I inspire to provide a classroom learning 
environment that promotes fun, growth, and an 
environment where my students can learn and 
experience new challenges. I look forward to having a 
positive impact on the child’s growth and new discoveries 
with an amazing team of teachers. 

Dorretha Robinson
6th Grade, Inclusion



Hello Jacket Nation! 
I am Sarah Staggers. I am a mom to two beautiful Yellow Jackets- Jacob and Samantha. I am 
married to Armstrong Middle School music teacher John Staggers. I was born and raised in South 
Florida but have lived in Mississippi for sixteen years. I graduated from Mississippi University for 
Women with my Bachelors of Fine Arts in Elementary Education in 2008. I also spent almost two 
years studying method acting at The Lee Strasberg Theatre Institute in West Hollywood, California 
from 2002-2004. While in Hollywood, I spent all of my free time working as a background actor on 
movie and television sets. I am currently working on my Masters of Fine Arts in Theatre Education at 
Mississippi University for Women. I will graduate with my M.F.A. this April. This is my fourteenth year 
of teaching. I have been with the amazing Jacket Nation for nine years! I teach theatre, sponsor 
Junior Thespians and direct two or more middle school productions each school year including a 

spring musical. The classes that I teach are Bulldog Exploratory 6th Grade Theatre and 7th Grade 
Theatre. My classes are very student-centered. I believe in teaching students to become 
self-confident leaders. My classes are filled with lots of group work and just plain FUN! Kids are 
taught to become an ensemble with their peers in order to fulfill the most of their creative and artistic 
potential.  Students learn audience etiquette, presentation skills, theatre history, acting skills, play 
script analysis, playwriting, and gain a general knowledge of technical theatre. Once our classes 
begin, I will send home info on how to join my class Reminds which I will use to send out important 
class info. Please follow Junior Thespians Troupe #88179 on Facebook for information about 
auditions and performances. Feel free to reach out to me through email any time at 
sstaggers@starkvillesd.com. 
Looking Forward to a Fabulous Year! 

Sarah Staggers
6th and 7th Grade, Theatre

“Allow for the possibility that the best of 
you is still inside you, waiting to emerge. 

Prepare the way, bit by bit.”  
-Lin Manuel Miranda 



Dear Parents, 

My name is Lauren Threadgill, and I will be teaching 6th grade ELA this year at 
Partnership Middle School. This is my first year teaching, and I am very excited to 
begin this journey at this awesome school. I am originally from Amory, MS and 
attended Hatley High School. I then transferred to Itawamba Community College, 
where I was involved in the Band/Colorguard. After graduating from ICC, I 
transferred to Mississippi State University, where I studied my passion of education. 
While this is my first year teaching, I did get the privilege to do my student teaching 

here at Partnership Middle School in a 7th grade ELA class. In my free time, I enjoy 
spending time with my pets, and I also enjoy singing and spending time at my 
church.  
My passion behind teaching comes from wanting to create a safe, caring, and 
inviting space for students to learn and grow. I teach with a goal of wanting students 
to grow and learn something new every day. I focus on the way that each individual 
student learns, and I strive to accommodate to each student based on their own 
needs. My students can expect a class that pushes them to be their best and do 
their best work. They can expect to have plenty of examples, visuals, and practice in 
order to learn each new skill that they see this year in my classroom.  This year is 
going to be full of fun and hard work. I am very excited to be able to meet you and 
your children and get to know you all throughout this school year. Parents that would 
like to be informed, stay in contact, or have any questions can use my school email, 
lthreadgill@starkvillesd.com. See you soon! 

Lauren Threadgill
6th, English

“The task of the modern educator is 
not to cut down jungles, but to 

irrigate deserts.”
 - C. S. Lewis



Welcome! My name is Adrian Thompson and I teach 6th grade math at Partnership Middle School. This 
will be my second-year teaching middle school. I taught preschool for five years before taking a dive into 
something new. I must say, it was a big risk for a big reward because I LOVE IT.  I graduated from 
Mississippi State University in 2012 with my Bachelor’s in Elementary Education. I am certified to teach 
kindergarten thru twelfth grade in English, Mathematics, and Social Studies. In 2018, I graduated from 
Mississippi College with my Master’s in Special Education with a certification in mild to moderate 
disabilities. I guess I felt that was not enough because I am currently enrolled in the Educational 
Leadership program at Arkansas State University. I will graduate next fall with a certification, if 
everything goes well, in administration. Let’s hope it goes well. As if I do not have enough 
responsibilities as is, I also have three wonderful, rambunctious, athletic, and energetic BOYS! 
#BOYMOM! I know every mom says their kids are the best, but seriously, mine are AMAZING. My kids 
are McCoy, 8, Dakota, 5, and Christian Wyatt, 3.They turned me into the teacher than I am today. Have 
you ever seen a boy mom without any patience? No, because they do not exist. My children taught me 
how to create a bond with students that is caring, nurturing, and positive. In that regard, my teaching 
style reflects that. As an educator, I choose to focus on the whole child. I understand that academics are 
important, but their care, social emotional well-being, and creating a family environment/culture for them 
is my top concern. I want my children to feel safe in my care. I call the students my children because I 
treat them as such. I see them as I see my own kids, an extension of myself.  The main things I want to 
focus on this school year is building relationships with parents and students. Those relationships and 
interactions are so impactful and meaningful. I want to instill a feeling of greatness in every child. 
Greatness does not look the same for everyone; however, I want every child to see the greatness in 
themselves. Please do not hesitate to contact via email (athompson@starkvillesd.com) with any 
questions or concerns. My inbox and door are always OPEN! I invite you! I welcome you!  

Adrian Thompson
6th Grade, Mathematics

"Education is the passport to the future; 

for tomorrow belongs to those who 

prepare for it today."

 --Malcolm X



Hi! My name is Alexis White, and I teach 6th grade Social Studies.  This 
will be my fifth-year teaching, but only my second-year teaching middle 
school. I taught high school prior to coming to middle school. I love to 
see my students learn and engage in the materials. My favorite things 
to do to make learning is to incorporate a game or project that helps 
teach the standards. I am willing to do whatever it takes to help my 
students master the content. I love to use positive reinforcement in my 
classroom. I have rules; however, I use incentives to motivate the 
students to be excellent. My main goals are for my students to feel 
safe, welcomed, and loved the second they enter my classroom. I am 
fairly new to Starkville. I just moved here last year with my wonderful 
husband and three dogs.  My hobbies include drinking coffee, 
cross-stitching, and finishing my specialist degree.  I also love 
gardening and really enjoyed hosting the garden camp here at the 
Partnership during the summer. If you ever have any questions or 
concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out to me. The only 
questions that are not answered are the questions not asked.  You may 
reach me via email at alwhite@starkvillesd.com.

Alexis White
6th Grade, Social Studies

“It always seems impossible until it’s 
done.” - Nelson Mandela



Hello Everyone,  
My name is Carolyn Kendall Wilkinson, and I am so excited to get started and meet 
each one of you. I would like to introduce myself by letting you know a little bit about 
me. I am 25 years old. I am so excited to be the P.E. coach at the new Partnership 
School. I love to do anything outdoors like playing softball, taking my dogs for walks, 
swimming, even playing basketball. I went to high school at East Webster High 
School. I played fast pitch and slow pitch softball and I also played basketball. While 
in high school I was fortunate enough to get to be a part of winning 5 State 
Championships. After graduating high school, I moved on to further my education 
and play college softball at East Mississippi Community College in Scooba, 
Mississippi. After my time was up at East Mississippi Community College, I 
transferred to Mississippi University for Women to further my education in pursuing a 
degree in Public Health of Education and to become one of the first women’s softball 
teams to come back to Mississippi University for Women. I have two German 
Shephard dogs that are my babies, and their names are Khloe and Ace. The goal I 
have for my students is to have FUN and to build a passion for Physical Education 
because being physically active does not always have to be boring. I want my 
students to build a confidence in themselves like no other and believe in themselves. 
Parents and students can stay informed by handouts that I will send home with the 
children when needed.  
Contact information:  
Email: Cwilkinson@starkvillesd.com 

Carolyn Wilkinson
6th and 7th Grade, PE

“Always be a little kinder than 
necessary.” - James Barry 



7th Grade

Anchored in Academic Excellence



My name is Demetrius Taylor.  I am the 7th grade assistant principal.  
This is my 2nd year at the Partnership Middle School.  This year will 
be an exciting year filled with learning and growing.  I would like to 
share a little bit of information about me.  I received my Bachelor’s 
(2007) and Master’s (2015) degree from Mississippi State University.  
I’ve been an educator in this district since the fall of 2007.   I’ve 
served in several roles in this district.  I taught 3 years at the middle 
school as a math and science teacher, 4 years as a 5th grade math 
teacher, 3 years as a lead teacher, and 4 years as a middle school 
assistant principal.  I enjoy spending time with my family. My wife 
and I have twin boys.  I play the bass guitar, and I enjoy listening to 
music.  My contact information is dtaylor@starkvillesd.com.  

Demetrius Taylor
Assistant Principal, 7th Grade

“No significant learning can occur 
without a significant relationship.”

 - Dr. James Comer.  



Hello Jacket Nation! 

My name is Allyn Williams. I am a new counselor to the SOCSD and the Partnership, 
but I am excited to be here! I will be serving as your 7th grade counselor for the 
2021-2022 school year. I graduated from Mississippi College with my Bachelor of 
Arts in Communication. Additionally, I graduated from Mississippi State for both my 
Masters and Education Specialist degree in School Counseling. I am also a National 
Board Certified counselor. I plan to start my work on my LPC credentials this year, 
as well. I moved home to Starkville this summer from Jackson, Mississippi, however, 
my family and I have lived all over the southeast. I've worked in Louisiana, Arkansas, 
and Mississippi over the past several years, but we have finally moved home to set 
down some "roots". My husband and I have been married for about 5 years now and 
we have one little boy, who is currently at Emerson. I love being a counselor. It is my 
passion to help students to grow academically, but also emotionally. I've worked with 
several age groups, but this one is one of my favorites. Middle school is such a cool 
age for exploration in themselves and discovering who they want to become. 
Academic goals are important, but so are those hard questions about who they are 
on the inside. It can be hard to navigate, but that's why I'm here. I hope you'll reach 
out any time there is something I can assist you with, whether you're a student, 
teacher, or parent. We're all in this together and I'm happy to help. You may reach 
out to me at alwilliams@starkvillesd.com.

Allyn Williams
Counselor, 7th Grade

“I don’t know any perfect people. I only 
know flawed people that are still worth 

loving.” - John Green



Welcome to my classroom!  It is an honor to be an educator.  My class exists to develop young 
students to be professional in the appropriate settings, to train them to expect excellence in all 
they do, and to teach them to understand the language of mathematics at a high level as they 
become professional young mathematicians achieving excellence.  I am from Tuscaloosa, 
AL but am not an Alabama fan.  I graduated from Mississippi State University with my 
bachelor’s degree in Secondary Education with a Mathematics Concentration.  I enjoy playing 
chess and actually have the privilege of sponsoring the Chess Club at the Partnership Middle 
School.  I also help coach the Girls’ Soccer Team for grades 7-12 at SHS.  I have been to six 
different countries.  I am really good at making snow angels whenever it snows.  I am a fan of 
Manchester City out of the English Premier League.The goals I have for my students consist of 
them reaching their potential as people, learning about the language of mathematics, and 
acquiring professional skills that will be helpful for their future. My teaching style can be 
described as energetic and fun yet rigorous.   Students can expect to be taught the state 
standards, taught life skills, and challenged to grow in their own critical thinking.  Parents can 
expect their student to be treated fairly and be challenged.  Parents can also expect consistent 
communication from me.   The best way to reach me is through email at 
harmour@starkvillesd.com.  The school’s number is 662-324-4181.  
Students and parents will need to regularly check their emails for announcements.  Also, a 
Remind Text will be set-up.  Once that happens, you will be sent information on how to join that.   

Harrison Armour
7th Grade, Mathematics

“But I consider my life of no value 
to myself; my purpose is to finish 

my course and the ministry I 
received from the Lord Jesus, to 

testify to the gospel of God’s 
grace.” – Apostle Paul 



Hello Partnership Jackets, 
 
We are about to embark on an amazing school year!  My name is Kayla 
Bell.  I am a Starkville native and 2002 high school graduate of B.L. Moor 
High School.  I graduated from Mississippi State University with a 
Bachelor Degree in Special Education.  This is my sixth year in the 
district but my 11th year as a Special Education Inclusion teacher. 
 
I have a one-year-old daughter whom smile outshines the stars hung in 
the heavens.  I enjoy spending time with my two older siblings and their 
families, as well as, my extended family.  My favorite colors are lime 
green and baby blue.  I work with students who need different levels of 
support.  I look forward to working with all of my new students during the 
2021-2022 school year.  I can be reached at kbell@starkvillesd.com 

Kayla Bell
7th Grade, Inclusion

All students can learn, but not on the 
same day in the same way. 

- George Evans 



Greetings Yellow Jackets!
My name is Kimberly Blunt and I am very excited about this 
school year.Even though I am a native to Columbus, MS, I 
love being a Yellow Jacket. I have 19 years of educational 
experience and this is my second year at Partnership Middle 
School. I hold a Bachelor of Science Degree in Elementary 
Education (K-8) and a Master's Degree in Educational
Leadership. I have two sons, MJ (17) and Mason(14). I enjoy 
music, good food,reading and spending time with my family.
This year in 7th Grade English, we will learn the 7th grade 
standards through writing, novel studies,iReady and 
Achieve3000. We are infor a wonderful year!
Email: kblunt@starkvillesd.com

Kimberly Blunt
7th Grade, English

“Education is the most powerful 
weapon which one can use to 

change the world.” - Nelson Mandela



Hello Jackets, 
My name is Sharon Bonner.  I am so happy to be your child’s 7th grade Cyber 

Foundations I teacher this year.  This is my 7th year in the Starkville Oktibbeha 
County School District.  I have taught grades 3, 5, 6, 7, and 8.  The subjects 
I’ve taught include Fast Forward, Science, Cyber Foundations I and II, and 
English.  I served as principal of EOCHS for 2 ½ years.  I earned both my 
Bachelor’s and Master’s Degrees in Elementary Education from Mississippi 
State University.  I am a National Board Certified Teacher, and I also have a 
Specialist Degree.   
I was born and raised in Starkville.  I graduated from Starkville High School.  I 
love chips, Sweet Peppers, sea food, hot wings, and the color purple! I enjoy 
spending time with my family and traveling.  I have one daughter and one 
grandson.  My daughter graduated from SHS and earned a degree from The 
University of Mississippi. My email address is sbonner@starkvillesd.com. 
Please feel free to contact me when you feel the need.  I hope you had a 
fantastic summer.  I can’t wait to learn more about you.  I’m looking forward to 
having an AWESOME year!!! 

Sharon Bonner
7th Grade, Cyber Foundations

“We can teach anyone anything, once 
we get their attention.” 

- Dr. Adolph Brown                                                            



Hello, Jacket Nation!

I am very eager to begin this school year, and to see the great progress that can 
be made after the challenges presented by this past school year. My name is 
Conner Byrd, and I have been fortunate enough to join the Starkville Oktibbeha 
School District as an assistant band director. Not only will this be my first year in 
Starkville, but this will be my first year as a teacher! I am first and foremost an 
advocate for positive, high-quality and enthusiastic learning in all aspects of music 
education, and education in general. I graduated from the University of Memphis in 
the Spring of 2021 with my Bachelor’s degree in Instrumental Music Education. 
During my undergraduate career at the UofM, I was a member of the Wind 
Ensemble, ‘901’ Jazz Band, Graduate Saxophone Quartet, Pep Band and a 
member of the UofM Saxophone Studio, where I studied with Dr. Michael Shults. I 
also served as an administrative office assistant, as well as head drum major for 
the ‘Mighty Sound of the South’ marching band. I very much look forward to 
meeting all of the students and continuing to grow the reputation of the band 
programs here in Starkville. If you would like to reach me, I can be emailed at 
cbyrd@starkvillesd.com.

Conner Byrd
7th Grade, Band

“My goal is not to be better than 
anyone else, but to be better than I 

used to be.” - Wayne Dyer



Welcome 2021-2022 school year! I am Mallory Parker Carlisle. I completed my bachelor degree at 
Mississippi State University in Secondary Education. I majored in History with a minor in Social Studies. 
I have been a National Board Certified Teacher since 2008, I have been awarded the Teacher of 
Distinction funded by SOAR Community Foundation and the Mississippi Association of Colleges 
Teacher Education Outstanding Educator.  I began my student teaching in 1998 at Armstrong Middle 
School and continued at AMS for the next 22 years teaching 7th and 8th grade history. Can I say, “I 
absolutely LOVE LOVE raging hormones, laughter, sarcasm, impulsiveness, sweetness, and figuring 
out what age (tween) I’m dealing with each dayl!”  In 2020, I moved to the Partnership School to 
continue my love for middle school students teaching 7th grade history. I truly enjoy “making the dead 
come alive” in my classroom. I have served many of these years as history department head and as 
team leader.  Outside of the classroom, I have been the cheerleader coach for 22 years. The 
cheerleaders and mascots have not only cheered on our Yellowjackets during the season, we also 
support our schools in the district as Ambassadors and all over the community; reading  at Emmerson, 
pep rallies for state testing preparation and reading strategies, and promoted awareness for Healthy 
School Initiatives. I am a Noxubee County native, born and raised in the sweetest small town of 
Brooksville, MS in the Parker Hardware store. I married Randy Carlisle many moons ago and we have 2 
wonderful children, Braden and Riley Claire. Braden is a graduate of Starkville High school and Riley 
Claire is in elementary school. We live on a small farm outside of Starkville. I spend most of my time 
supporting our daughter on the Sport Karate Circuit. Our son is pursuing his dream of owning his own 
business and attends college majoring in Turf and Lawn Maintenance.  My goals for my students is to 
not only gain knowledge of history, but to gain life skills to be college and career ready. In class we apply 
facts to everyday life and show how history is still impacting students to day. Through project-based 
learning and discussion using videos, primary resources and text student will see history come alive 
right in front of them.  I can be contacted through school email: Mcarlisle@starkvillesd.com and you can 
stay connected with classroom updates, assignments, and team announcements using Remind: send a 
text to 81010 and text this message @7mcworld. 

Mallory Carlisle
7th Grade, World History

“Choose JOY!”



Hello, 
 
My name is Tietti Chandler-Wise.  I am looking forward to this year as a newly hired 
science teacher. I obtained my Bachelor of Science in Family Studies with a minor in 
Psychology and a Masters degree in Health Education from Mississippi University 
for Women. I am working towards my Doctorate from Mississippi State University in 
Instructional Systems and Workforce Development. I taught as a K-8 grade 
Assistant Teacher over my 10 years in the Columbus Municipal School District.  I am 
a lifelong resident of Columbus, Mississippi. I have one adult child. Also, I raised my 
nephew and he attends EMCC. My favorite hobbies included riding my motorcycle, 
traveling, trail rides, hanging out with my Sorority, and providing community service. 
Since 1985, I have owned and operated iCWise Consulting and Tutorial Service, 
LLC (Formerly T’s Tutorial Service). I provide enrichment for K-College level courses 
(specialty areas: science, mathematics, ServSafe). It is my firm belief that science is 
an ongoing engaging and vital subject. My teaching style is hands-on and peer-peer 
centered. My goal is to create a learning environment that will develop critical 
thinking skills as well as challenge the validity and reliability of real-life assumptions. 
I look forward to working with all my student and parents this school year. Please 
contact me via email at tchandler-wise@starkvillesd.com. 

Tietti Chandler-Wise
7th Grade, Science

“Education is the most powerful 
weapon which you can use to change 

the world.” - Nelson Mandela 



Hello, Jacket Nation!

My name is Madison Childress, and I am a 7th grade math teacher! I am originally 
from West Point and graduated from Mississippi State University in December 2019 
with a Secondary Math Education degree. I completed my student teacher internship 
in Oxford, but no worries... I could never be converted to an Ole Miss fan! I love all 
things Mississippi State!! I am so excited for the 2021-2022 school year, which will 
be my second year of teaching!

I love spending time with my friends and family (especially my two-year-old niece!!), 
spoiling my dog, Winston, and traveling as much as possible! One of my biggest 
goals for ALL of my students is for them to cheer for others’ success both in our 
classroom and in their own personal lives! In my classroom, we are a team, so we all 
work together to ensure everyone is successful!!

 

Go Jackets!!

Madison Childress
7th Grade Math

“ An investment in knowledge pays the 
best interest.”  – Benjamin Franklin



Hello Jacket Nation!! 
My name is Ashley Dauzat. I graduated from Mississippi State University with my 
Bachelor of Arts and Master’s degrees in Elementary Education. This is not my first 

year teaching, but it is my first year teaching as a Jacket! I taught 3rd, 4th, and 9th 
grade for a combined total of 13 and ½ years. This is my first year to teach middle 
school as well as my first year at the Partnership Middle School. I will be teaching 

7th Grade Mathematics, and I’m so excited!!!  My husband and I have 3 wonderful 

little girls who will be joining the Jacket Nation as well! My twins are in the 3rd grade 

and my youngest is in 2nd grade at HWS. We absolutely love to travel, visit with 
family, spend the day at the pool, go to the beach, zoo, and aquariums. We love 
spending time outdoors and playing sports. I have coached soccer and softball at 
the high school level, so when I’m not working with my students in the classroom, I 
can be found coaching and cheering on my girls at their city league sporting events!  
My teaching style can best be described as high energy, engaging, and motivating 
for my students to learn mathematics. In my classroom, students are cared about 
and loved! I value the opinions of my students and encourage them to express 
themselves through a variety of learning styles. I know that each child has unique 
strengths and talents, and I cannot wait to meet them and learn from them as much 
as they learn from me. I am thrilled to have been given the opportunity to teach at 
Partnership, and I’m excited to get this school year started! Go Jackets!! Please feel 
free to email me at adauzat@starkvillesd.com. 

Ashley Dauzat
7th Grade, Math

“Be yourself; everyone else is already 
taken.” ― Oscar Wilde



Hello! 

My name is Ms. Hendrix. I teach 7th grade Mathematics at 
the Partnership Middle School. I am in my second year of 
teaching in the Starkville Oktibbeha Consolidated School 
District. I graduated from Mississippi State University. I love 
everything Maroon and White! I am looking forward to 
teaching you this 2021-2022 school year! One of my 
teaching goals for my students is to do their very BEST at 
every task or challenge that comes their way! 

I love spending time with my family members and friends! 
We love to travel a lot and enjoy good food! J 

You can contact me via email at lhendrix@starkvillesd.com.

Lashona Hendrix
7th Grade, Math

“A teacher takes a hand, 
opens a mind, and touches a 

heart.”  - Unknown



Welcome to 7th grade at Partnership Middle School!
 

With this being the second year of the Partnership Middle School being open, I am more 
excited than ever to be teaching English here. The school is beautiful as I am sure most of 
your students already know. Their 7th-grade year should be a breeze now that they've 
experienced their first year at PMS. We can't wait for them to transition upstairs to the 7th- 

grade hall!  As I stated before, I am really excited for this school year to begin. I am a 
second-year teacher here at PMS so I am familiar with the school and of course the English 
subject. I grew up in Starkville and graduated from Starkville High School, so this is home for 
me through and through. I am also a graduate of Mississippi State and am currently getting my 
master's in Elementary Education. I have wanted to teach middle school since the day I joined 
the education program at MSU and yes, I get a lot of wide-eyed looks when I tell people that. I 
love this age, and I think it is a critical time in a young student's life to grow. I am passionate 
about helping students through the middle school process both academically and 
developmentally.  I would love for us to stay in contact throughout the year. I live with just my 
dog Max andI am usually up at crazy hours writing lesson plans and searching for new ideas 
to teach English in fun ways so I am available whenever. Besides my phone, I send messages 
through Remind and email. So if you are looking for ways to contact me, those are where you 
can reach me. The past year has been overwhelmingly hectic and so much change has 
happened. Students faced so much adversity within the entirety of school last year. However, I 
saw so much dedication and determination from students to push through those unexpected 
times. I know that this year will be awesome no matter what comes our way!

Can't wait to start the new school year!

Kristin Hicks
7th Grade, English



Hello Jacket Nation! 
My name is Claretha Hill. I attended Mississippi State and decided to 
make Starkville my home. This will be my fourth year teaching in the 
Starkville School District. I currently teach Ancient World History to 
seventh-grade students at The Partnership School. I love teaching 
middle school because it allows me the opportunity to help my 
students o continue to embrace learning, and see the value of 
education. My husband and I have two daughters in the district. 
They keep us very active. I love reading, traveling, poetry, and 
vintage t-shirts. I enjoy spending time with my family and attending 
sporting events. You can find me every Sunday rooting for the Dallas 
Cowboys. One of my favorite places to visit is museums, which I am 
sure is not shocking. I look forward to meeting all of my students for 
the 2021-2022 school year. Please feel free to contact me at 
chill@starkvillesd.com 

.

Claretha Hill
7th Grade, World History

“We're educators. We're born to 
make a difference." - Rita Pierson



Hey Jackets! 

My name is Shaye Howell, and this will be my second year teaching 7th grade science at The 
Partnership School. I went to Mississippi State University for my undergrad, where I majored in 
secondary science education. I’m currently in graduate school at LSU-Shreveport, where I’m getting my 
Masters in Curriculum and Instruction. I always thought I wanted to teach high school, but I did my 
student teaching with 8th grade at Armstrong, and I knew middle school was where I needed to be! I 
was born and raised in Shreveport, Louisiana, which is a large city all the way by the Texas/Louisiana 
border. I am the oldest of 5 kids—my 3 brothers are at LSU and my sister is at Alabama. My dad still 
lives back home and works as a surgeon. My mom lives out in California, where she works for an 
education technology company. With my family scattered so many places, it’s safe to say that one of my 
favorite hobbies is to travel. I’ve been to about 10 different countries, and my favorite place to visit was 
Australia! (Did you know that kangaroos like to play fetch?) I also enjoy reading, solving crossword 
puzzles, hanging out with my friends, and musical theatre. As an alumna of MSU, I love watching and 
attending any bulldog sporting events! My absolute favorite pastime, however, is spending time 
snuggled up with my two dogs, Bo and Hallie! I may be biased, but I think 7th grade will be your favorite 
year of science yet! We will dive into three subcategories of science: chemistry, biology, and Earth 
science. We’ll start off with chemistry, where we focus The Periodic Table. Then, we jump into a little 
biology, where we look at cycles of matter. We will end the year with Earth science learning about 
weather, climate, and the seasons. As an educator, I want to help my students develop their natural 
curiosity, a love for learning, and a mastery of the science curriculum. However, more than anything, my 
goal for my students is to see them grow on a social and emotional level. I believe that every student is 
deserving of love, kindness, and respect. The best way to teach these skills is by modeling them myself. 
My classroom serves as a safe, welcoming space for all. When you’re here, you’re family.  I can’t wait to 
see what this school year has in store for all of us. We will learn, laugh, and most importantly… HAVE 
FUN (and we will do it all together)! You may reach me at  showell@starkvillesd.com. 

Shaye Howell
7th Grade, Science

“Education is not the filling of a 
pail, but the lighting of a fire.” 

- W.B. Yeats 



Hello Jacket Family!! 
My name is Alexis Bush-Logan, and I am super excited to be a 7th grade English Language Arts teacher 
at the Partnership Middle School for the 2021-2022 school year. As a native of Starkville, I am so 
ecstatic to be a part of the many wonderful opportunities that the Starkville Oktibbeha County School 
District has to offer. I began my teaching career eight years ago when I obtained my bachelor’s degree 
in education from Mississippi State University.  I spent my first two years of teaching as a Wild Cat in 
Louisville, MS.  I then returned home to Starkville where I spent the last six years teaching fifth grade at 
Henderson Ward Steward, and Overstreet Elementary.  Since then, I have gained a Masters Degree in 
Education and a Specialist Degree in Education Leadership from Delta State University. In addition to 
my Jacket family, I am a part of a wonderful mixed family which includes my husband and our six 
beautiful children, five boys and one girl, who make life very interesting to say the least. My favorite 
things to do are spending time with my family, directing church youth events, and simply laughing and 
enjoying life.  My teaching style is very interactive and differentiated.  I try to make learning as engaging 
as possible and I feel that the best way to do this is to interact with the content. In understanding that 
not all students learn the same, I also try to incorporate a range of learning strategies to relay content 
and address the various learners within my classroom.  One essential aspect to my teaching style is the 
building of positive relationships with students and families that foster a mutual culture of respect, trust, 
and accountability.  My goal for my students this year is for them to gain confidence in reading and 
writing comprehension, and to strengthen any area in which they exhibit deficiency.  I aim to assist my 
students in their social emotional development as they gain a sense of self awareness, accountability, 
and mutual respect for others. I  am super excited to kick off another great year in Jacket Nation!   I 
can’t wait to grow with you! 

Alexis Bush-Logan
7th Grade, English

“Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate. Our deepest fear is that we are powerful 
beyond measure. It is our light, not our darkness that most frightens us. We ask 

ourselves, 'Who am I to be brilliant, gorgeous, talented, fabulous?' Actually, who are you 
not to be? You are a child of God. Your playing small does not serve the world. There is 

nothing enlightened about shrinking so that other people won't feel insecure around 
you. We are all meant to shine, as children do. We were born to make manifest the glory 

of God that is within us. It's not just in some of us; it's in everyone. And as we let our 
own light shine, we unconsciously give other people permission to do the same. As we 

are liberated from our own fear, our presence automatically liberates others.” 
 

― Marianne Williamson 



My name is Kenya Metcalf, this is my first-year teaching. I am a 7th grade 
science teacher and looking forward to an exciting year. I obtained my 
Associate‘s degree from Itawamba Community College, my Bachelor’s 
degree from Mississippi University for Women, and I am currently 
working on my Master of Arts in Teaching at Mississippi University for 
Women.  
 
Okolona is my hometown and I have lived here all my life. I am the proud 
mom of Tyesha Metcalf-Mabry. Tyesha is married to my wonderful 
son-in-law, Darrius Mabry. The three of us graduated minutes apart from 
Itawamba Community College in 2016, another wonderful day.  
They were married October 12, 2019, a day that I will always remember.  
 
I am looking forward to meeting my students and to having a great year! 

Kenya Metcalf
7th Grade, Science

“We see the future not as something 
out of our control, but as something we 

can shape for the better through 
concerted and collective effort.” 

-Barack Obama 



Welcome to 7th grade, Cyber Foundations! I am one of four cyber foundations 
teachers and I am passionate about this course and its impact on your future. 

 
My name is Deborah Mims and I have taught elementary, middle and high 
school. This summer was a very busy one for me. My husband and I took two 
trips, I taught kindergarten for two weeks, and I took a painting class online. I 
enjoyed painting my first picture! I have four children, three in college and one 
a senior at SHS. Cyber Foundations has a club that you all can join. It is called 
TSA-technology student association. All cyber teachers and students are 
enrolled as part of the class. It is up to you how active you would like to be in 
it! We do a lot of fun things like community service projects, fundraisers, 
competitions with other schools, after school meetings, t-shirt design 
competition, hold elections for officers, and we have great snacks!  My goal is 
that you get a firm foundation in using computers for document building, 
emails, learning management systems, presentation building and presenting 
and keyboarding. I am hoping we get to do some field trips this year! My email 
address is dmims@starkvillesd.com

Deborah Mims
7th Grade, Cyber Foundations

And who knows but that you 
have come to your royal 

position for such a time as 
this. -Esther 4:14



Hello parents and students, our Jacket Family is excited to see you again.  I am Jami 
Owen, Cyber Foundations I teacher at Partnership Middle School.  I have been in 
education for 17 years and have taught Science, Physical Education, and Cyber 
Foundations I and II.  I hold a Bachelor’s of Science degree in Biology and Chemistry 
from William Carey University.  My teaching career began at Columbia High School 
where I taught Biology I and II.  My longest tenure was at Sumrall Middle School, where 
I taught Science for 11 years.  Before becoming a Yellow Jacket, I spent four years at 
Jefferson Middle School, where I was responsible for Science and Cyber Foundations I 
and II.   In 2020 my husband, Greg Owen, accepted the position of Director of Athletics 
for SOCSD, which began our new journey as Yellow Jackets.  I have been married for 
19 years and have 2 daughters, Kynlee 15 and Karsen 11.  We have been enjoying our 
time assimilating into the Starkville culture and traditions.  I enjoy traveling with my 
family, gardening, and attending sporting events.   My desire for students in Cyber 
Foundations I is to gain a strong understanding and appreciation for technology and 
how it can be used throughout their lives.  In this class my students will explore topics 
such as document building, email etiquette, LMS (learning management systems), 
keyboarding, presentation building, digital citizenship, and financial literacy.  Upon 
passing this class students will receive a high school credit towards graduation.  
Looking forward to meeting all of my new students this school year.  Please contact me 
via email at jowen@starkvillesd.com. 

Jami Owen
7th Grade, Cyber Foundations 

“If you don’t like the road you’re walking, 
start paving another one.”  -Dolly Parton 



Welcome to the Jacket Family! 
I am Omini Parks, a Starkville native and 7th grade science teacher at Partnership Middle 
School. My experience as a Jacket educator includes former years of special 
education—inclusion, MOD, and severe/profound, and this is my third year in middle school 
science. I am a proud graduate of our district, and I have a little yellow jacket of my own 
who’s a first grader at Sudduth Elementary. She gives me life and is my pride and joy! Trust 
that I love your children just as I love my own. Over the years I’ve worn many hats, and 
they’ve always been in a position of service filling the void and finding resources for those in 
need. I’m an advocate for those who walk the road less traveled and strive to make sure 
everyone feels welcome just as they are. With this opportunity and your blessing, it is my 
goal to work with others exhausting efforts to grow our scholars not only academically but 
socially, emotionally, and mentally as well. I am a firm believer in serving the whole child. In 
doing so, you can expect my class to challenge them to take responsibility of their futures by 
learning the material, learning from each other, and being open to new experiences. Our 
science department has had some wonderful learning opportunities at the Noxubee Refuge 
and Mississippi State University, and our goal is to share those fun and exciting adventures 
with our students. I love being outside and hope to have several learning experiences 
outdoors this year. In regards to other things I love, I enjoy coffee, arts and crafts, music, and 
good conversation with great people. Life has taught me that we can all learn a little 
something from everyone! I don’t have the words to fully illustrate my gratitude to for the 
opportunity to learn from new parents, students, and coworkers each year, but I definitely 
look forward to it. The door for communication and growth is forever open. My email is 
oparks@starkvillesd.com. Students and parents on our team will also receive information to 
connect through Remind. We are always better together! 

Omni Parks
7th Grade, Science

"Tell the children the truth." 
--Bob Marley



Hello! I’m Mrs. Pavatte and I will be teaching 7th Grade World 
History this year. I obtained my bachelor’s  from Mississippi State 
University and completed my teaching internship here at Partnership 
Middle last fall. I also taught virtual 6th grade social studies at 
Partnership Middle this past spring and am so excited to be back 
teaching 7th grade! 

When I am not teaching I enjoy walking my dog Wally, watching 
movies, going to concerts, and attending Mississippi State games 
with my husband. 

My teaching method is very much student-centered, which simply 
means I expect my students to collaborate, ask questions, and 
create their own personal goals for success in the classroom. 7th 
grade is such a special year and I look forward to getting to know all 
of my students. If you need to contact me I can be reached at 
spavatte@starkvillesd.com

Shelby Pavatte
7th Grade, World History

“You can teach a student a lesson for a day, 
but if you can teach him to learn by creating 

curiosity, he will continue the learning 
process as long as he lives.” 

- Clay P. Bedford 



My name is Mr. Tyler Smith, and I teach 7th grade 
World History at the Partnership School. I am from 
Raleigh, Mississippi and have been working in the 
Starkville School District since January 2016. I love 
watching and keeping up with sports. I love to support 
my hometown Raleigh Lions as well as Mississippi 
State in all sports. I look forward to meeting students 
later this week. In this class, we will learn about many 
different places and things with Ancient Egypt, Ancient 
India, and Ancient Greece being just a few examples. I 
look forward to a great 2021-2022 school year!

Tyler Smith
7th Grade, World History

Teaching is, after all, a 
form of show business. 

– Steve Martin



Hello Jacket Nation! 
My name is Kris Rimmer, and it is my honor to be your child’s 7th Grade 
English teacher for the 2021-2022 School Year. I live Houston, Mississippi 
with my wife, who is also a teacher. I have 9 years of teaching experience 
with this being my third year in the Starkville Oktibbeha School District. I 
received my Bachelor’s degree from Mississippi State University, and I am 
currently working on my Master’s degree. In order for our students to be 
successful with the 7th Grade English Standards, we will learn through 
Ready lessons, writing, and few different novel studies with additional 
activities in iReady and Achieve3000. There will be no surprises when it 
comes to expectations in my classroom; students will know from the very 
beginning what I expect out of them in terms of learning and behavior. I set 
high expectations for my students. However, if they put forth the effort and 
focus on the material, students will be successful. I will be with them every 
step of the way, and I will provide students with assistance when they come 
to a point when they feel they have gone as far as they can on their own. 
My door will always be open to parents and guardians. I am looking forward 
to having a wonderful, working relationship with you and your child. 

Kris Rimmer
7th Grade, English

“Education is for improving the lives of 
others and for leaving your community 

and world better than you found it.” 
- Marian Wright Edelman



Hello Jacket Nation! 
My name is Melissa Worrells. This is my sixth year teaching in 
the Starkville school district and my second year at the 
Partnership Middle School. I earned my degree in Business and 
Technology Education from Mississippi State University. As a 
lifelong learner, I am continuing my education by working 
towards a degree in coding.  This year I will be a teacher and a 
student. My two daughters are also in college, and I have a son 
in high school.  I enjoy spending time with my family, coffee, 
reading good books, and knitting. I teach Cyber Foundations I 
and I am an advisor for the Technology Student Association 
(TSA). My teaching style could best be described as hands on 
with an emphasis on practicing skills that can be applied to real 
world challenges. We will have an exciting year learning about 
computer applications and exploring careers. If you need to get 
in touch with me, my email is: mworrells@starkvillesd.com.  

Melissa Worrells
7th Grade, Cyber Foundations

“The future belongs to those who 
believe in the beauty of their dreams.” 

- Eleanor Roosevelt



Hello! My name is Amber Wright.  I was born and raised in 
Starkville and I enjoy giving back to the community that I grew 
up in. My husband and I were married last year and this past 
Spring we got our first dog, Titan. In my spare time I enjoy 
reading, doing puzzles, and camping with my husband. It has 
always been my dream to be a teacher. I have a degree in 
Special Education from Mississippi State University. I am starting 
my third year of teaching, second as a Yellow Jacket. I teach 
seventh grade English and Math inclusion.  As an inclusion 
teacher my teaching style is very diverse. I work with different 
students in different classrooms who need different levels of 
support. I adapt to best help my students learn and reach their 
goals. I love seeing how much my students grow from August to 
May. I can’t wait to meet all of my new students and see what we 
can accomplish together! I can be reached by email at 
acwright@starkvillesd.com.  

Amber Wright
7th Grade, Inclusion

“I've learned that people will forget what you 
said, people will forget what you did, but people 

will never forget how you made them feel.” - 
Maya Angelou   



Good afternoon, Jacket Family! 
My name is Jessica Young, and I am proud to say that I was born and raised 
in Starkville. I am a class of 1997 Starkville High School graduate. I obtained 
my undergraduate degree from Mississippi State University, and I will be 
completing my Masters of Art in Autism Spectrum Disorder from Grand 
Canyon University this August.  2021-2022 will be my third year with SOCSD.  
I am a student support resource teacher at Partnership Middle School.  I would 
say that my style of teaching is versatile and high energy; I like for the 
students to enjoy and have a little fun while learning. 
  
I have two daughters, and they too have and are currently attending SOCSD.  
My oldest daughter, Yasmine Brooks, is a 2020 graduate of Starkville High 
School. My youngest, Kensley Brooks, is in the 8th grade and attends 
Armstrong Junior High.  I love traveling and especially going on shopping trips 
with my daughters.  We enjoy going to sporting events, amusement parks, and 
the beach. I am looking forward to meeting all the new students and parents 
this upcoming school year. 
  
Go Jackets and Hail State, 

Jessica Young
7th Grade, Resource

"Education is our passport to the 
future, for tomorrow belongs to the 
people who prepare for it today.” - 

Malcolm X  



Support Staff

Anchored in Academic Excellence



Hi! My name is Hollie Alexander and I am the nurse at the Partnership. 
This will be my 4th year as the nurse for the district. I’ve been a nurse 
since 2012 and worked in ICU, labor and delivery, medical surgery, 
pediatric home health, and school nursing  I have two boys, 11 and 14. 
Ian, my 11 year old will be with us this year at PMS. Aidan will be in 9th 
grade at AJHS. My goal this year is to educate students, parents and 
staff on ways to get and stay healthy. Especially with covid not going 
anywhere :( Last year we had a great wellness program for staff and I 
would love to continue that and extend to our students as well.  will be 
working on some online forms and educational materials to be 
available to students, parents, and staff. I will also provide some in 
person and/or zoom education on how to handle emergencies in the 
school setting.  You can always contact me on my cell phone: 
662-722-3475 and/or my email: halexander@starkvillesd.com. Also, 
my office is in the front of the building next to the main office and hard 
to miss! 

Hollie Alexander
Nurse

“I think of a hero as someone who 
understands the degree of responsibility 

that comes with his freedom.”
- Bob Dylan



Hello Partnership Middle School! 
 
My name is Jennifer Boren. I grew up in Monticello, AR.   I attended the University of 
Arkansas at Monticello where I graduated with a bachelor’s degree in Business 
Administration.  My family moved to Starkville in 2007.  We moved back to Arkansas in 
2015, and we returned to the place we call home, Starkville, in 2020.  We have 3 children.  
Their names are Ty, West, and Mari Russell.  Ty will be a sophomore at Mississippi State, 
West will be an 11th grader at Starkville High, and Mari Russell will be a 6th grader.  I was a 
stay at home mom for 12 years.  After all my kids were in school, I began subbing at the 
school my kids attended in Arkansas.  After subbing for a year, I took a full-time position.   I 
worked there for 3 years before moving back to Starkville.  
I am the long-term sub here at Partnership. I’ve been at Partnership since last December.  I 
am excited to be back!   You may see me at carpool, bus duty, helping in the front office, 
giving teachers a break, and filling in when teachers are out. I try to see the need and fill in. 
I want to be as helpful as possible to everyone.   I really enjoy getting to know all the kids 
on all the teams, and getting to help the staff anyway possible. 
I am happiest when I am spending time with my family.  I enjoy swimming, spending time 
with friends, and watching sports. College football is my absolute favorite.   
I am so excited for this school year!!  
 
Go Jackets!!!! 
 

Jennifer Boren
Teacher Assistant

“Your attitude determines your 
direction.” - Zig Zagler



Hello Yellow Jacket Family, 
The most wonderful time of year is finally here: it is time to kick off an awesome 

school year. My name is Chelsi Brasher. I am a lead mentor/interventionist at the 
Partnership Middle School. My role is to support your child’s teachers in their efforts to 
achieve excellence every day. We have already been collaborating and planning for the 
school year this summer. I, along with the teachers, are full of optimism and anticipation 
for the year ahead. I cannot wait to see all the students enter our building again and 
bring it to life. Students are the heartbeat of this building and the WHY for every adult in 
the building. Also, I had the pleasure of teaching several of these students in fifth grade 
and cannot wait to spend a year or two more with them.  I have been happily married to 
my husband, Brett Brasher, for 12 years. We have made Starkville our home since 
2007. We have three kids who all attend school in the SOCSD. We buzz with yellow 
jacket pride in our home. I completed my undergrad and graduate degree from 
Mississippi State University, and I bleed Maroon and White (HailState). When I am not 
enjoying my career, I spend my time surrounded with my family, drinking coffee, 
watching sports, and anything outdoors (Fall is my favorite). I don’t call my career a job, 
because I am passionate about education, doing what is best for students, and 
mentoring teachers to help them be the most effective educator they can be. I know this 
school year has GREAT things in store for the Partnership Middle School, and I am so 
grateful to be a small part of greatness to come!

Chelsi Brasher
Lead Mentor/Interventionist

"A pessimist sees the difficulty 
in every opportunity. An 

optimist sees the opportunity in 
every difficulty." 

~ Winston Churchill



Hi Yellow Jackets! 
My name is Gerry Ann Burford. I am new to the district. Last year, I was a 
Teacher’s Assistant for Mrs. Reynolds, and this year I will take on the role of 
head teacher in the self-contained special education room at Partnership 
Middle school. I am excited to start my first-year teaching in Starkville, 
especially at Partnership. I received my bachelor’s from Mississippi State 
University, and I am currently working on my master’s in special education 
also at MSU.  Starkville has been my home away from home for the past 6 
years. I love the people and the community. I am originally from Camden, AL. I 
love spending time with friends and family. I also love attending MSU sporting 
events. Hail State! My teaching strategy is very individual as I serve students 
with different abilities. My main goal is to meet the needs of each of my 
students. I also want to provide the love and support that they may need. I 
want them to know that I will always be there for them. I am an advocate for 
them as well. We are all unique but not any less than another. I want everyone 
to see our students’ abilities and strengths shine through their disabilities and 
weaknesses. I want people to see my students’ true abilities! I look forward to 
this 2021-2022 school year! Please contact me with any concerns or questions 
you may have at gburford@starkvillesd.com  

Gerry Burford
Self-Contained

“Be somebody who makes 
everybody feel like a somebody.” 

- Kid President  



 
Hello Jacket Nation! 
I am Vickie Harris Chatman. Columbus, Mississippi is home for me. I earned my 
Bachelor’s degree in English, Secondary Education from Mississippi State University 
and my Master’s degree in Curriculum and Instruction from Nova Southeastern 
University. I absolutely love all things school as I grew up with a strong passion for 
learning and engaging with kids! When I’m not working, I enjoy spending time with 
family, reading and traveling.  I am proud to be a Christian, and second to God, my 
family is my life! I have been happily married for 7 years to my husband, Royce W. 
Chatman, and we share a smart, caring and super energetic one year old son 
named Royce Harris Chatman. An interesting fact about me is I got my first job 
working at McDonald’s my senior year in high school! I really enjoyed it!My work 
history includes having served for 7 years as a middle school English language arts 
teacher, 2 years as a middle school interventionist, and I’m currently entering my 5th 

year as a lead teacher this year working with 5th-7th grade levels. The thing that 
excites me the most about my job is finding ways to ensure all students are getting 
what they need to be successful. I love supporting teachers and learning with and 
through others to accomplish goals! I am very excited about all of the great things 
ahead this year and cannot wait to kick off another great year with my fellow 
colleagues! If you need to reach me, my email is vchatman@starkvillesd.com.  

Vickie Chatman
Lead Interventionist

"We are what we repeatedly do. 
Excellence, therefore, is not an act, 

but a habit."  - Aristotle



My name is Amy Doss. My hobbies 
are reading and spending time with 
my family.  I’m an assistant teacher at 
Partnership Middle School. I assist 
wherever I’m needed. I enjoy it 
because everyday I do something 
different. I like being in different areas 
I learn a lot doing that. 

Amy Doss
Teacher Assistant

If there is something you cannot 
change, change your attitude. 

- Maya Angelou



Annyeongh, Aseyo, Hola, Nihao, Hello! 
My name is Jeanine Lark. For the past 20 years, I 
have been a National Board Certified Teacher and 
have taught several academic subjects.  I serve in 
many capacities at the Partnership school. I am an 
Interventionist, EL teacher, and 504 Coordinator. My 
goal is to create a positive learning environment where 
students can improve their academic performance. 
You can contact me at jlark@starkvillesd.com, 
662-324-4181, or text only to 662-235-1110. 

Jeanine Lark
Interventionist/EL Teacher

Every child deserves a champion – an adult who 
will never give up on them, who understands the 

power of connection, and insists that they become 
the best that they can possibly be. - Rita Pierson



Greetings, Jacket family!
It is the start of another exciting school year! I am Monica Norman, the 
Curriculum Technology Specialist (CTS) for Partnership and Overstreet. My 
Bachelors of Science in Elementary Education, my Masters in Educational 
Technology, and my Educational Technology Specialist degrees were all 
acquired from Mississippi State University. Can I get a HAIL STATE?! I am 
married to Sgt. James Norman, who also gifted me with a bonus son, Jacob. 
Singing, traveling, spending time with family and friends, learning new things, 
and meeting new people bring me joy. I  taught 2nd grade at Sudduth 
Elementary for my first 11 years. The past 5 years I have worked as a CTS at 
the elementary level. Even while teaching, I have always had a love for 
technology and how it can be integrated into any classroom to improve 
engagement, problem-solving skills, creativity, and productivity!   As I begin my 
17th year here, it is refreshing to reflect back on how this district has shaped 
and molded me into the person I am today. Each year I strive to better myself 
for students and teachers. I continuously research ways to teach and learn 
using technology as a tool. This year will be no different! I am so excited to see 
what growth this year brings for the teachers, the students, and for me! 
I look forward to being of assistance to you. My email address is 
mlucas@starkvillesd.com .

Monica Lucas
CTS-Technology

“The strength of the team is each individual 
member. The strength of each member is the 

team.” - Phil Jackson



My name is Adrienne Minor. I graduated with a Bachelor of Liberal Arts in English from 
McNeese State University and earned my Master’s degree at Grand Canyon University in 

Special Education K-12. While I have enjoyed teaching English to 6th grade students for the 
past five years, I will be starting this year as one of the Partnership’s new Lead Mentor and 
Interventionists.  My favorite things to do are styling hair, singing, reading Christian spy 
novels, running, playing with my nephews, cooking, and cracking jokes, even though I am a 
true introvert! I love the colors pink and blue, and dark chocolate and white sandy beaches 
with clear water are my favorites!  While I was born in Starkville, I have lived in West Point, 
MS, in my early years, and in Texas for nearly two decades. Most of my immediate family 
moved back to Starkville to start a ministry here, and we have been serving in that ministry, 
New Beginning Baptist Church, for the past seven years. Since returning, I have found it 
delightfully surprising to learn just how large my extended family is. Each year I have 
taught, I’ve learned that I would be teaching at least two of my cousins! It has been sort of 
bittersweet leaving the classroom this year. I will miss building relationships with my team of 
students, but this new position expands my capacity to fulfill my why. I have always wanted 
to empower students with the skills to reach their full potential. However, if I can grow and 
learn to support teachers in such a way that they feel heard, seen, and supported in 
relevant, meaningful, and consistent ways and empower them to grow in skills, 
effectiveness, knowledge, and capacity, that investment in teachers can make its way into 
students. It’s the ripple effect in full action, and that is a win for everyone!  You can reach 
me at aminor@starkvillesd.com via email! 

Adrienne Minor
Lead Interventionist

“How you do one thing is how you do 
everything. Motives, attitudes, words, 

actions, including the way you treat others 
and yourself matter.” - Martha Beck



Hey Jacket Family! My name is Laura Morgan, and I am starting year 6 of being a certified 
Speech-Language Pathologist for the Starkville School District. I have worked hard to earn 
this position including acquiring a Bachelor’s of Art in Psychology from Mississippi State 
University and a Master’s of Science in Speech-Language Pathology from the Mississippi 
University for Women. I am nationally certified through the American Speech-Language 
Hearing Association (ASHA). As an ASHA member, I continue my education by obtaining 
yearly Continuing Education Courses so that I can stay up-to-date with the most recent data 
and scientifically proven techniques to be the best Speech-Language Pathologist I can be 
for our children here in Starkville, Mississippi. My school-hours are busy and full of 
excitement. I am responsible for loving and educating the children on the Speech caseload 
at Partnership Middle School as well as West Elementary School. I take pride in being the 
sole Speech-Language Pathologist at both of my settings, which can make for a busy, and 
fulfilling job! Whew! If that doesn’t paint a picture of how much running this girl likes to do, 
my home-life is jam-packed too. When I am not in my Speech-mode at school, I strive to be 
like Jesus in all that I do. I find my joy in being the mama of three beautiful blessings, all 
under the age of 5! At home my family stays busy running a farm. When I have my farmer’s 
wife hat on, I tend to our goats, cattle, chickens, and pigs. I have high-expectations for 
myself, as I often explain to parents. So I also have high expectations for our Starkville 
School District children as well. My goal for the children that I teach is to become the very 
best communicators that they can be. I want to help my Speech Students to build their 
character, as well as build their confidence by the time they leave my classroom. My 
over-all goal for the children that I have the blessing to impact is for each of them to be 
productive, well-rounded, and caring individuals in society.  The best way to contact me is 
via email: lmorgan@starkvillesd.com. I can also be reached via phone at Partnership 
Middle School 662-324-4181 or West Elementary School 662-465-7956.  

Laura Morgan
Speech

Love changes everything. 
So, fill the world with it.

- Kid President



My name is Brooke Reynolds, and I am somewhat new to the 
district, this will be my second year teaching at Partnership Middle 
School and my fourth year in the district. I am a special education 
teacher serving in the self-contained classroom. I obtained my 
Master’s degree from Mississippi State University in Special 
Education.  Starkville has been my home for 8 years. I am originally 
from Oxford, MS. I began attending MSU in 2013 and never turned 
back! I met my husband here and we have been married for 2 years. 
We just welcomed our first child into the world in December of 2020. 
She is our world! I love to spend time with my family and attend MSU 
events. Hail State! My teaching style is very individual as I serve 
students with different abilities. My main goal is to meet each 
students needs and provide support at their individual level. I am an 
advocate for students. We are all different – not less! I want 
everyone to see our students’ abilities and strengths. I look forward 
to this 2021-22 school year! Please contact me via email at 
breynolds@starkvillesd.com 

Brooke Reynolds
Self-Contained

“Every child deserves a champion: an adult who 
will never give up on them, who understands the 

power of connection and insists they become 
the best they can possibly be.” – Rita Pierson  



My name is Rachel Stephens and I’m eager to start my 7th year as a Positive 
Behavior Specialist with the Starkville-Oktibbeha School District, where there 
are so many opportunities for students to find their passion, purpose and 
potential. Our district has so much to offer, I pray all students take advantage 
of some of the opportunities available to them.  I am passionate about 
students finding their passion and reason for the future. I work primarily with 
behavior, so helping students understand and see the ‘bigger picture’ than the 
moment in front of them is where my hear lies. I want every student to 
understand they are capable of becoming productive, contributing members of 
our society and lead a fulfilling joyful life!! I have long understood that “you 
only get one chance at this” and that includes the years classified as youth.  
So, it is my mission to help our students make the most of this time and realize 
their own potential. That being said, I am a grateful mother of three little girls, 
who all have their own unique fun personalities. My joy comes from helping 
them grow and develop and watching them find themselves. We enjoy the 
typical routines of a small southern town, such as transitions to after school 
events, homework in the car and dinner at the table. We enjoy family time and 
love visiting with friends whenever we have the opportunity.  Parents, students 
or any staff may reach out to me at rstephens@starkvillesd.com for any needs 
or concerns. I am happy to help in any way I am able.  

Rachel Stephens
Behavioral Specialist

“Sometimes poor behavior is simply 
bad execution of good intent.” - 

Stephen Covey



Hi to all of my former students and future students! My name is Audrey Wright, and I 
am an Academic Interventionist, as well as 504 Coordinator at the Partnership Middle 
School. I have been an educator for 7 years, and I am so extremely proud to be a part of 
JacketNation. I have had the pleasure of teaching the most remarkable, interesting, 
talented, and outstanding students during my time in this district. I absolutely cannot wait to 
meet my upcoming students this year, and I look forward to setting goals with my students 
and working alongside them in order to accomplish these goals. I am a graduate of 
Mississippi State University, with a B.S. in Psychology and a Master’s in Middle School 
Education. My husband and I are huge MSU fans, and we love tailgating and supporting the 
dawgs with our two sweet children, Ezekiel and Evee. I have lived in Starkville for 12 years, 
and I love being a part of this close-knit community and working alongside others in order to 
help it thrive. As an interventionist, it is my privilege to assist students in need of extra 
support outside of the normal classroom setting. I love aiding students in identifying where 
they need extra support, and guiding them to master skills that they previously have 
struggled with. My teaching style is extremely flexible, as I try to assist students on a more 
one-on-one level in order to cater to their specific needs as a learner. I absolutely love my 
job, and even more, I have adored the students it has given me the opportunity to meet. It 
is my mission to truly help each student I have the pleasure of working with. My goal 
is to build trust with each and every one of my students, and for them to understand 
that I am always on their side, cheering and believing in them while they strive for 
their greatest potential. If any student or parent has any questions regarding what an 
interventionist or 504 coordinator role in our school looks like, please do not hesitate 
to contact me at awright@starkvillesd.com. I look forward to the upcoming school 
year. I am so excited to meet you! GO JACKETS!!!!!! 

Audrey Wright
Interventionist/504 Coordinator


